
 Pretreatment Chamber Cleaning 

Process 
• Following storm events, inspect Rain Guardian for debris on grate, filter

wall, and inside of chamber
• Remove metal grate and place all debris from metal grate and curb-cut into

the Rain Guardian or garbage bin
• Remove filter and use flat shovel to remove debris from Rain Guardian and

place in garbage bin
• Regularly brush off and periodically rinse filter
• Replace filter and metal grate

Symptoms of Improper Installation 

Frequency 
• Variable depending upon time of year and frequency of rain events
• Spring and fall are periods likely requiring more frequent maintenance

because of increased inputs from road sand and leaf litter

• Erosion along side of Rain Guardian
• Maximum water level above top of Rain Guardian
• Contact the Anoka Conservation District for troubleshooting assistance
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Indications you should clean your Rain Guardian 

Purpose 
• The Rain Guardian simplifies maintenance  in your rain garden by collecting

sand, leaves, grass clippings, and other debris in a confined location.
Excessive amounts of these substances can actually decrease the
effectiveness of your rain garden by stressing the plant community and
diminishing the infiltration rate.  Regularly cleaning the Rain Guardian
sustains its functionality by maximizing storage capacity and filtration. 


